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sort of bring Members out of our con-
tentious decisions in conference about
whatever the particular issue was to
see a larger picture of what was not
only in the best interests of our party,
but more importantly, what was in the
best interests of the country.

He is an extraordinary legislative
strategist. I know he is going to miss
being in the Senate because he didn’t
think there was a better job somewhere
else he ought to be doing. Being in the
Senate to SLADE was never his second
choice. It was his first choice. Every
one of our colleagues who has been
Governor and come to the Senate says
a Senator who used to be Governor who
tells you they like the Senate better
will lie to you about other things.

That, clearly, was not SLADE’s view.
This was not his second choice. This
was where he wanted to be.

We are going to miss his friendship.
He was one of my best friends in the
Senate and, I would say even if he were
not on the floor, which he is, one of the
two brightest guys in the Senate, the
other one being the Senator from
Texas from whom we just heard.

But we are not going to lose contact
with SLADE, many of us. I know there
will be a new challenge for him. He is
bright and vigorous and committed to
public service. Someplace, hopefully in
the very near future, there will be an
opportunity for him to continue to
make a mark on our wonderful coun-
try.

So we say goodbye to you, SLADE, in
the Senate, but look forward to con-
tinuing our friendship in the years to
come. The Senate will certainly be a
poorer place without your presence.

I yield the floor.
Mr. President, I suggest the absence

of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will call the roll.
The legislative clerk proceeded to

call the roll.
Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my entire
staff be granted floor privileges for the
duration of my remarks. In addition, I
ask that Tracie Spingarn, from the
Congressional Special Services office,
be permitted on the floor for the dura-
tion of my remarks. The members of
my staff are:

Kris K. Ardizzone, Rachel S. Audi,
David Ayres, Andy A. Beach, Annie E.
Billings, Cara Bunton, Adam G.
Ciongoli, Bob Coughlin, Chuck DeFeo,
Mark Grider, Greg P. Harris, Jacob
Herschend, Chris Huff, Jessica Hughes,
David James, Sally Lee-Kerns, Eliza-
beth Kim, Kelly D. Kolb, Taunya L.
McLarty, Caleb Overstreet, Smita
Patel, Janet M. Potter, Jim Richard-
son, Susan Richmond, Andrew

Schauder, Lori A. Sharpe, John A.
Simmons, Shimon Stein, Tevi D. Troy,
Brian Waidmann, Ricky Welborn, and
Matt Wylie.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

SERVING THE PEOPLE OF
MISSOURI

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, it is
with a sense of deep gratitude that I
have this opportunity to speak on the
Senate floor for one last time before I
conclude my term in the Senate. There
are few compensating factors for the
lame duck session in which we find
ourselves, but one is the opportunity
for one who has lost an election to
come back and make a few last re-
marks. This sort of makes this like
home. At home I always have the last
word—‘‘Yes, dear.’’ And to have a last
word here is a pleasing thing for me.

Obviously, I am deeply grateful, and,
as I think about the opportunity I have
enjoyed to be in the Senate, it is a set
of thoughts that are characterized by
gratitude. I am grateful to God that we
are created as individuals with the ca-
pacity to shape the tomorrows in
which we live. If freedom has a defini-
tion, it is that—that we can change
things. And, obviously, we want to
change things for the better.

America respects that understanding
of the creation and how we act as indi-
viduals with a Government that rep-
resents the people as agents of change,
making decisions about the kind of
community we want to have. Any of us
who has the opportunity to represent
fellow citizens obviously is in a posi-
tion to do great things and to enjoy the
ability to fulfill what God has destined
for us to do, and that is to shape the
tomorrows in which we live.

I want to thank the citizens of Mis-
souri first. It is a community that I
love and that I respect. Janet and I live
in Missouri, obviously because I was
raised there, but by our choice. I have
had the opportunity to serve the people
of Missouri for 33 years. I began teach-
ing in Southwest Missouri State Uni-
versity as a way of serving the people
of the State of Missouri. And then, one
of the most important mentors in my
life, and one of the individuals who per-
haps represents what Missouri is and
what Missouri stands for more than
any other single individual, the senior
Senator of this State, Senator KIT
BOND.

He accorded me the opportunity to
serve as the State auditor of Missouri
when he vacated that office upon his
election as Governor. I had first offered
myself to the people of Missouri to
serve in the U.S. Congress, and they
had expressed their profound affection
for me, indicating that I should stay in
Missouri and not go to the Congress.
KIT BOND, recognizing that, appointed
me to be the State auditor of Missouri.

It began a marvelous set of opportu-
nities for me for which I am grateful in
every respect. I served as the State

auditor for 2 years. I later served as the
attorney general of Missouri after a
short period of time as an assistant at-
torney general in Missouri, and that
was a notable experience. I had the
wonderful privilege of sharing an office
with a now Justice of the Supreme
Court, Clarence Thomas. We were in
the same room together for 16 months.
That is a historic item that I did not
understand the history of at the time,
but I certainly do now.

I had the chance, after serving 8
years as attorney general, of going on
to be Governor of the State of Missouri
for 8 years. What a marvelous oppor-
tunity it was to work with the commu-
nity, to work with people, to shape our
community in a way which was con-
structive and reinforced the things in
which we believed.

This past election obviously was a
disappointment for me, but I am not
disappointed in the people of Missouri.
The tragedy of this election, the death
of my opponent and his son in a plane
crash of unspeakable disaster, was one
that the Missouri community re-
sponded to with two values and virtues
that I cherish about our community—
the value and virtue of compassion. I
want America and Missouri to be a
place of compassion.

What a tremendous and wonderful
thing it is when people are compas-
sionate and share the feelings of each
other, and the value of respect, par-
ticularly respect for those who have
gone on and have been of service. In ex-
pressing those values, the people of
Missouri decided they would honor the
deceased Governor by voting in his be-
half and in his stead in the election
rather than voting for me, and I re-
spect them for that and I honor them
for that. It is a great community. They
are a community to be loved and re-
spected, and I profoundly love and re-
spect them.

I wish well Mrs. CARNAHAN who will
succeed me in this seat in the Senate.
I thank her for coming by my office
yesterday. I hope she is treated with
kindness. I told her yesterday that I
was pleased to see her and have the op-
portunity to communicate with her,
and I reminded her yesterday that 30
days from now she will be my Senator,
and I want her to do well.

I thank, in addition to Missourians,
my staff. I am delighted the Senate has
agreed to allow them all to be here on
the floor of the Senate during these re-
marks. When I came to the Senate, my
staff and I decided there were values
and principles we wanted to honor in
everything we did. We wanted those
values and principles to transcend cir-
cumstances. We wanted them to be
controlling factors of our conduct. So
we spent some time together.

Early in my time in the Senate, I
came to the floor of the Senate and
placed in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
this statement of service, commit-
ment, and dedication that each mem-
ber of my staff joined me in formu-
lating. This one hangs near the desk of
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